
A Short Documentary
Running Time: 24 Min 

Country: Venezuela 

Language: Spanish; English Subtitles

PrESS Kit



Flor de la Mar (Flower of the Sea) follows 
archaeologist Jorge Armand as he travels to 
Cubagua, a faraway Venezuelan island and home 
of the ruins of Nueva Cádiz. In 1515, Nueva Cádiz 
was a slaving centre based on pearl exploitation. 
20 years later the pearl beds were depleted and 
the island was abandoned. Currently the only 
guardians of this heritage site are the fishermen, 
who are on the brink of extinction because of 
deplorable living conditions.

In 2007, hope was returned to this community 
when the Chavez administration promised to 
revitalize their historic island. “The Cubagua 
Project” called for the construction of a school, 
a desalination machine, and employment 

opportunities through the restoration of the 
ruins. 

Jorge Armand was hired to excavate the ruins 
and the community was given a small advance 
to fix their homes. However, two years later the 
funds for the project mysteriously vanished… 

Armand was fired halfway through his 
excavation and the inhabitants were left 
without hope for the future. 

Flor de la Mar gives an unprecedented glimpse 
into this vanishing world through the touching 
testimonies of the people who’ve tried to 
protect this important historical site.

On a remote Venezuelan island, a community of fishermen fights 
to protect the ruins of South America’s first European city. 

President Chavez promised to develop the ruins as a touristic attraction 
to improve the living conditions on the island, 

but the funds for the project mysteriously vanished.

SynoPSiS



When I set out to make Flor De La Mar, my 
intention was to document my grandfather’s 
excavation of the ruins of Nueva Cádiz. But 
when I arrived to Cubagua Island, I discovered 
there was a much deeper connection between 
myself and the island.

Seated before an old fisherman, I was fixated in 
his cloudy eyes as he sang. Andrés sang about 
the government wanting to oust them, the 
fishermen, from this paradise island. The surf 
roared, and the sun, unhurriedly, hid behind 
an orange horizon. I was in a trance. We shot a 
portrait of Andrés and his family in front of their 
shack and then said our goodbyes. 

It was a personal realization, a moment I will 
never forget. I was leaving them behind in 
what most of the world calls extreme poverty, 
somewhere where they don’t even have 
drinking water. But I understood that they don’t 

see it like that, they are happy with what they 
have and money is not a necessity.

At that moment, it was obvious to me that the 
soul of Cubagua is embedded in its people, 
guardians of the island’s historical ruins. 

That night when I spoke to my grandfather, 
I understood the history of Cubagua as 
a metaphor for the current Venezuelan 
reality. If the depletion of pearls caused the 
abandonment of Cubagua Island, could the 
dependency on oil also put a final end to 
Venezuela? Beyond my home country, Cubagua 
also stands as a metaphor for any non-
diversified economy around the world.

With this film I hope to share the story of the 
community in Cubagua, and raise awareness 
about the forgotten heritage they protect.
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